
PAINTED KEEPSAKE CHEST
$880
c. 1900  •  Gansu, China  •  Paint, Lacquer, Poplar  •  Collection #TLA073

W: 20.0"  D: 16.0"  H: 16.0"

Trunks and storage chests were the most ubiquitous form of household storage throughout the Ming and Qing

dynasties. Used to store clothes, linens, kitchen utensils, and other miscellaneous items, trunks were found in every room

in the home and were often stacked on top of one another.

This early 20th century trunk is crafted of poplar wood and finished with layers of dark brown lacquer. The front is

painted with a vase filled with peonies, surrounded by butterflies, persimmons, and Buddha's hand citrons. Continued...
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PAINTED KEEPSAKE CHEST
Text painted beside the still life reads "when flowers open, wealth and health soon follow." With squat proportions and

charming decoration, this chest is the perfect place to stow books, keepsakes, and other odds and ends.
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