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GRAND MING IRON BELL WITH DRAGON HANDLE

$24,780
c. 1600 « Northern China, China ¢ CastIron * Collection #R238
H: 29.25" Dia: 24.0"

This monumental Ming-dynasty bell once pealed in a Chinese village, sounding out in celebration or giving notice of
important events. Expertly forged, the cast-iron bell is detailed with characters in intricate relief, and its exaggerated
scallop rim is traced with oversized rivets. Covered in scales and ending in expressive faces, the bell's handle is cast in
the form of a two-headed hong dragon, thought to be the embodiment of a rainbow and thus visible only after rainfall.
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Frosted with snow or lit from within by flickering candles, this sculptural bell takes on a magical presence in the winter
garden.
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