
BLONDE HIDE STORAGE TRUNK
$2,480
c. 1800  •  Shanghai, China  •  Hide, Wood, Brass  •  Collection #TLB023

W: 28.5"  D: 19.5"  H: 13.5"

Trunks and storage chests were the most ubiquitous form of household storage throughout the Ming and Qing

dynasties. Used to store clothes, linens, kitchen utensils, and other miscellaneous items, trunks were found in every room

in the home and were often stacked on top of one another. 

This early 19th century storage trunk has a simple, rectangular form, wrapped in a layer of softly worn hide. Likely

originally coated in dark oxblood-brown lacquer, the hide exterior has been stripped and bleached to a neutral, pale

blonde color. Continued...
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BLONDE HIDE STORAGE TRUNK
The interior is lined with indigo fabric in beautiful contrast to the pale exterior, and bears a label from the original

maker’s studio.

The blonde hide exterior is accented by antique brass hardware, now darkened by a rich patina. The sides are flanked

with simple drop handles and the front features a full moon brass lock plate decorated in low relief with auspicious

symbols. Exemplifying the elegant restraint of Ming and Qing dynasty wares, this minimalist chest links the present to

the past with its timeless form.
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