
MAMIWATA SUPPLICANT DOLL
$880
c. 1950  •  West Africa  •  Pigment, Wood  •  Collection #CAA0557

W: 4.0"  D: 3.75"  H: 15.5"

Mamiwata, or Mammy Waters, is a shared deity across Africa and its diasporic cultures. While the goddess of water and

healing was a popular sculptural form, this was most likely a sculpture of one of her supplicants. Made in the mid-20th

century, the colonial influence can be seen in the thicker limbs and features than were normally featured in these

sculptures. At this time many African crafstpeople made figures that called out the oppressive cultural impositions

Europeans brought with them.
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