
SONGYE CARYATID STOOL
$1,480
c. 1950  •  Democratic Republic of Congo  •  Wood  •  Collection #CAA1267

H: 14.5"  Dia: 9.5"

Within many African cultures, the stool transcends functionality, serving as a visual and physical connection to royal

kingship. For Songye people of the region now known as the Democratic Republic of Congo, stools featuring female

caryatids reinforce the belief that inheritance and succession of rule run through female lines. Defined by her powerful

legs and facial features resembling Songye masks, this stool’s caryatid holds the seat high, enshrining the ruler’s status

as well as uniting him with his ancestors and spirits.
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