
BAMBARA CHI WARA HEADDRESS
$2,780
c. 1950  •  Mali  •  Wood  •  Collection #CAA1378

W: 4.0"  D: 23.5"  H: 11.7"

Carved to honor the mythical being Ci Wara, a Bambara deity that’s half mortal and half animal, this wooden headdress

combines the graceful head and horns of an antelope with the compact body of an anteater. Credited with the

discovery of agriculture, Ci Wara is invoked in performances that celebrate the act of farming and the fruits of harvest.

Masterfully carved in the horizontal northern Bambara style, the abstract form of this headdress engages with its

surroundings with balance and restraint.
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